
The Red Shirt

H T T P : / / R E DS H I R T N A T I O N . C O M NEWS LETTER NUMBER 158 SEPTEMBER 2025



NATIONAL AAO
LEADER NOTES

PRESIDENT
CAPT, Steve Folsom USN

nationalaaopres@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT

AOCS Tim Zimmer, USN(Ret)
nationalaaovp@gmail.com

SECRETARY
AOCM John ‘JJ’ LaMaitre,

USN (Ret)
nationalaaosec@gmail.com

TREASURER
CWO4 Todd Pendleton, USN (Ret)

nationalaaotreas@gmail.com

Auxilary of the Association of 
Aviation Ordnancemen(AAAO)

CHAPLAIN
Steve Varga

gunner.varga@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Lindsey Smack- nationalaaobod1@gmail.com

Steve Kashuba- nationalaaobod2@gmail.com

Dion Edon- nationalaaobod3@gmail.com

Niomi E. Deppe- nationalaaobod4@gmail.com

Jeff Sassone- nationalaaobod5@gmail.com

Al Dean- nationalaaobod6@gmail.com

REDSHIRT
redshirteditor@gmail.com

WEB SITE
redshirtnation.com

nationalaaowebmaster@gmail.com

REDSHIRTNATION.COM

QR CODE:

Page 3

7

8
10
18

20

2025 AAO CONVENTION 

CHAPTER BUSINESS

CHAPTER LISTING

Supreme Commander Service/
Membership/Locator

RED SHIRT ARTICLES
20 JANUARY, 1 MAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 

2

RED SHIRT



I hope this letter finds you all in good health and 
high spirits.  As I reflect on the remarkable success 
of our 2025 Convention, I am filled with immense 
pride and gratitude for the dedication, hard work, 
and unwavering commitment demonstrated by every 
one of you that made it a rousing success.  It was an 
incredible event that was enjoyed by all.  

First and foremost, I want to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to each and every one of our members who 
worked tirelessly to ensure that this year’s convention 
was not only memorable but a true reflection of the 
strength, professionalism, and camaraderie that 
defines our association. From the planning stages to 
the final moments of the convention, the enthusiasm, 
attention to detail, and passion for our community 
were evident at every turn.  It is clear that the spirit of 
unity and dedication runs deep within the hearts of 
our members.

I would also like to take this opportunity to share that 
I am humbled and deeply honored to be your newly 
elected President. I take on this role with a sense of 
responsibility and a profound respect for the incredible 
work that has come before me. I am determined to 
carry on the legacy of our past presidents, whose 
leadership, vision, and commitment to this association 
have shaped the path we are on today. Their dedication 
to our members and our mission is a powerful example 
that I strive to emulate with every step I take in this 
position.

I also want to recognize the exceptional contributions 
of our local chapters. You went above and beyond in 
supporting the convention, ensuring its success and 
creating an environment where everyone felt included, 
valued, and part of something larger than themselves. 
Your hard work, creativity, and resilience played an 
integral role in making this event so special, and I 
thank you for your commitment.

However, while we celebrate our success, we must 
never forget the true source of inspiration for our work 
and efforts - the Sailors and Marines serving around 
the world. Their courage, professionalism, and sacrifice 
remain the foundation of everything we do. We owe 
them a debt of gratitude as they continue to stand the 
watch in defense of our nation. It is because of their 
commitment to duty that we, as aviation ordnancemen, 

continue to uphold the highest standards of excellence 
and serve with pride and purpose.

To all those currently serving, I want you to know 
that your efforts do not go unnoticed. Your bravery, 
discipline, and determination are the backbone of our 
military success, and we stand in solidarity with you, 
now and always.

As we look to the future, let us continue to build on 
the momentum. Let it be a reminder of what we can 
accomplish when we come together as one, united by 
our shared values, history, and mission. The bonds we 
strengthen today will carry us through the challenges 
and triumphs of tomorrow.

Once again, thank you to everyone who made this 
convention a success, thank you to the Board for your 
visionary leadership, and thank you to the sailors, 
marines, and all our military personnel who make 
the work we do possible. I will continue to strive to 
carry on the legacy of those who came before me, and 
together, we will ensure the Association of Aviation 
Ordnancemen remains strong and steadfast for 
generations to come.

Lastly, I want to address what seems to be a recurring 
issue in regard to Aviation Ordnanceman of the Year 
package submission.  We are averaging approximately 
30ish nominations every year and folks, that isn’t 
where we need to be!  There are Sailors and Marines 
serving our country doing great work in defense of our 
great Nation.  I implore our active duty senior enlisted, 
CWOs and LDOs to recognize those hard charging 
Ordies!

Peace through Power and with the deepest 
appreciation and respect,

Steve

PRESIDENT
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VICE PRESIDENT
Ahoy BB Stackers!
	 Another successful convention 
is in the books. If you attended, you 
know. If not, WHY NOT!! We all had a 
good time hanging out with old friends, 
making new friends, and performing 
the Association’s business. What could 
be better? I ask everyone out there that 
has never made the trek to Reno to try it 
just once. I guarantee you’ll come away 
asking yourself “Why haven’t I done this 
before!?!?” (it happens every year). Next 
year’s festivities will be held July 30th 
through August 2nd so start making plans 
now!
	 During the general business 
meeting on Saturday, I gave a brief on 
Freedom Park. The USS Midway Museum 
is taking the pier they are currently tied up 
to and turning it into the largest veteran’s 
park on the west coast. In order to raise 
funding for its construction, they are 
selling bricks that will be laid around a 
statue of our very own John Finn, which 
will be located at the entrance to the park. 
The Association will be getting one of the 
big bricks and many of the chapters will 
be getting their own. I will be contacting 
everyone soon to determine what each 
brick should be inscribed with. I’m 
working with the Midway, trying to get the 
word out about this worthwhile endeavor. 
Please go to their website, https://www.
midway.org/get-involved/uss-midway-
foundation/freedom-park-at-navy-pier, to 
learn more
	 The Auxiliary did another bang 
up job during the auction Friday night 
collecting over $15,000 that went directly 
to the Robert L. Crow Scholarship 
program. We can’t thank you enough for 

everything you do to support this worthy 
cause. On Saturday night, we had the 
honor of awarding this year’s John W. Finn 
Aviation Ordnanceman of the Year to 
SSgt Spencer Neitzke, attached to Marine 
Aviation Detachment NAS Patuxent 
River, and the Runner Up to AO1 (AW) 
Stephanie Mullins from the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt.  Congratulations to you 
both! We inducted (4) members into the 
Association of Aviation Ordnancemen 
Hall of Fame. Congratulations to CAPT 
Matt Arnold, USN, CDR Rick Garza, 
USN (Ret), CDR John Olson, USN (Ret) 
and Maj Ray Rowland, USMC (Ret). All 
very worthy recipients and outstanding 
Ordnancemen. The Scholarship 
committee awarded $19,000 between (8) 
candidates this year. Congratulations to 
Taelyr Folson, Aja McNair, Evan Walecki, 
Jaeger Fyfe, Lily Schommer, Jason 
Spaccarelli, Addison Harris and Jaydin 
Brewer. The Robert L. Crow Scholarship 
program is open to all Association 
members and their families. For the last 
few years, we have had money left over 
that we could have/should have awarded 
because we’re only receiving a handful of 
packages. If you want more information 
on the program, everything is on the 
website. 

IYAOYAS
Yours in service.
Tim
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2026 PLANNING MEETING 15-19 January 2026
AQUARIUS RESORT Laughlin, NV

Must call to make reservation 800-662-5825
Group Code: GRAAO26

Sun-Thu $47.00, Fri $80.00, Sat $85.00
**Reservations must be made by 01 January to ensure rate**

Join us in the Majestic Suite for snacks, beverages and 
sea stories!

Friday @ 1000 – 2026 AOMLC discussions/decisions 
(if required)

Saturday @ 0900 – Board of Director meeting (if required)
  2026 convention discussions/decisions

SECRETARY
Greetings Ordies – Had a great Convention in Reno this year, was good to see some new faces and to see 
Chapters well represented again this year.  Our numbers were about the same as last year.  The General Business 
Minutes are elsewhere in this edition of the Red Shirt.
	 Just received our reunion book in yesterday’s mail.  Steve, Sheryl, and Shipmate (contributing 
photographer) what an awesome reunion book, best ever!
	 Thanks to our newly elected President Captain Steve Folsom, and newly BOD member Lindsey Smack, 
and reelected Steve Kashuba for serving in their positions. Thanks to all past officers for your dedication to 
serve and providing me a sounding board over the past years.  Looking forward to work with the new incoming 
officers.
	 Chapter Officers – Chapter Reporting has been an ongoing issue, and we had to disestablish two 
Chapters this year.  Good news we established two more Chapters, one in Kaneohe Bay Chapter 11, and another 
in the Pentagon Chapter 555.  I need Chapter Minutes submitted to me to me on a regular basis.   Do NOT put 
your Chapter into an ‘Inactive’ status. Please forward the minutes, etc. to nationalaaosec@gmail.com.
	 It has been a Privilege and Honor to serve as your secretary for the past 11+ years, if there is anything I 
can do to assist just give me a shout. Look forward to see and meet some of you all in Laughlin.
	 If you have any questions, concerns, or if any National Officers can assist you or your Chapter, just ASK.
  IYAOYAS!
R,
JJ LaMaitre
AAO Secretary

Convention Chairman
	 Start NOW making plans now for Convention 2026, It’s the 35th Anniversary of the Auxiliary, 50th 
Anniversary of the Association, 100th Anniversary of the AO Rate, and of course the 250th birthday of this 
great Nation, to be held at the Silver Legacy Resort Reno, NV from 28 July thru 03 Aug 2026.  Chapters need 
to contact myself or Tess LaMaitre (POC info in the Red Shirt) or myself to set up tables to sell merchandise.  
Come set up early at the AOLMC starting on Monday 27 July.
	 Have a safe Holiday Season, hope to see some of you in Laughlin at the Aquarius Resort (Reservation 
Code ‘GR AAO 26’) on January 15th – 19th 2026 for the Convention Planning Meeting over the Martin Luther 
King weekend, a good time for all and lets you see what all goes into the planning for Convention.  See the info 
elsewhere in this Red Shirt and Web Site for more details.
	 We need inputs in Reno in 2026 for Convention sites for 2028 and beyond. Will need a POC for the 
proposed site in order to have a smooth transition. A lot of factors go into the decision including meeting 
spaces, room rates, ease of transportation to and from the airport, and costs associated with those items and 
more. In other words, ‘Best Bang for the Buck’ for the membership. The National leadership is sensitive to the 
costs of attending Convention and we will continue to strive to hold costs down. If no inputs are submitted, we 
will go back to the Silver Legacy (after the GBM) for another 3-year extension.
R, JJ and Tess LaMaitre
Convention Chairman
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TREASURER
Our 2025 Convention was a great success. All had 
fun, we had six Current and Retired Ordnance 
Captain’s present and raised funds for The Robert 
L. Crow Scholarship Fund. Please take a hard look 
now at your plans of attending and get registered 
early and make hotel reservations early for the 
2026 Convention when the website is available 
next year.

   The 2026 Convention, 30 Jul-2 Aug 2026, decide 
early and get registration completed as soon as 
possible. The hotel reservation under Group 
Code (found on registration form) cut-off date 
for reservations is 1 Jul 2026 through the link on 
www.redshirtnation.com . Don’t call the hotel, you 
probably won’t get the Group rate on your final 
bill, use the hotel link before the cut-off date.

  The cut-off for Convention Registration will be 17 
Jul 2026. A late fee of $10 will be charged after that 
date for Registration only, NOT any additional 
fee for each meal, the meal prices will remain the 
same. Look for all the updated information on the 
website. All attendees are to pay the Registration 
Fee, even if only attending one event.

   Chapter Officers, take a look at your current 
membership status and encourage your members 
that are not National members to join National. 
It is easy now, go to www.redshirtnation.com 
and join via the website. If you are an inactive 
member, contact me via email and get current on 
your annual dues or become a Life member. We 
want you to stay involved and contribute what 
you can; knowledge, time, expertise or donations. 
Remember, all elected Chapter Officers are 
required to be National members in good standing 
to hold their office, per the National by-laws.

   The Annual Chapter Financial Reports are due 
at the General Business Meeting in Reno. Chapters 
should submit their annual financial report after 
the end of May 2026 and before 15 Jul 2026 to 
the National Treasurer. If your chapter has yet 
to submit the FY22-23 or FY23-24 or FY24-25 
Annual reports, please do so now.  Those reports 

are part of our income tax filing and records. 
Chapter Treasurer’s, if you need the Form for the 
annual report, email me as soon as possible and I 
will send you the format.

   Also, a new procedure in Appendix A was 
approved for all Chapters regarding Chapter 
Bank accounts. DO NOT open bank accounts 
in someone’s name and SSN. Contact me for the 
Tax ID (EIN) 501(c)(6) and open an Association 
account for your Chapter and have the Chapter 
# listed first on the name of the account. The IRS 
will come to a member or former Chapter Officer 
to pay taxes on a Chapter’s account income; it has 
happened before.

    Have you had a promotion, change of status 
(recently retired) or contact info changed?  If so, 
go to the website, print out the membership form, 
fill out all the information on the form, scan or 
take a photo of the form, and email to me with 
a note on the form “Info Update Only.” When I 
get a Renewal Notice card or Red Shirt returned 
to me, I am removing that person from the Red 
Shirt mailing list until I have a current mailing 
address. If you see someone’s name on the locator 
list, let them know. Sign up to get your Red 
Shirt electronically via the “Info Update Only” 
method!! You can make the updates via filling 
out a membership form from the web site (www.
redshirtnation.com) and note “Info Update Only” 
and e-mail them to me at nationalaaotreas@gmail.
com. If you see your name on the Locator list, 
please send an email with your updated address 
to get the next Red Shirt. If you see someone you 
know on the Locater, it’s because I don’t have a 
current mailing address or email address to send 
them updated materials.

IYAOYAS!

Thanks,

M. Todd Pendleton

(360) 632-7828

nationalaaotreas@gmail.com 
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Hello everyone, 
	 I hope this finds all of you doing well and enjoying life. First thing’s first, Congratulations to all of our newly elected 
officers this year. Also, I feel so very honored to be re- elected as you’re Auxiliary President. I look forward working with all 
of you to make our Auxiliary the best it can be and support the Association. 
	 With that said we are always looking for new members to join our fabulous Auxiliary. It’s a great group of people that 
are passionate about our mission.  We Support the Arms Of the Fleet! 
	 This year we will be sending a list of two groups / ship to receive Taste of Home care packages for the holiday period. 
We are doing it a little different this year and will be sending the  list to all of our chapters as well as being in our Auxiliary 
newsletter. 
	 This year’s convention was a success as well, with having a small group of attendees we sure came out on top for 
our efforts in raising money for our Scholarship fund. We took in well over 15k this year.  Thank you to all that generously 
donated items and especially to those that bid on those items at the auction. It allowed us to make tons of money for the 
scholarship fund. 
	 We are looking forward to the planning meeting 16-18 January in Laughlin (see details in this issue). We will be 
discussing the 2026 Convention which we will be celebrating the following anniversaries. 
USA 250th 
Navy AO Rate 100th
Aviation Ordnance Association 50th
Auxiliary 35th 
	 We are looking for many unique Auction items for 2026 convention. If anyone has a donation item/idea please email 
me @ treasz@sbcglobal.net. We greatly appreciate all of your support. 
	 Until next time please take care of yourselves. 
Sincerely, 
Teresa Zimmer

AAAO President

Chaplain’s Corner
	 Sheryl and I have been very busy since the last “Red Shirt” came out, travelling to see family in 
Vancouver, WA, Simi Valley and San Diego, CA (and attending CAPT Matt Arnold’s Retirement) and of course, 
the AAO Convention in Reno, NV.  We had a great time at every location and truly enjoyed seeing our old friends 
(and making new ones) at AAO Reno.  I encourage you to make an effort to attend, next year as we celebrate 100 
years of the Aviation Ordnance Rating, 50 years of the AAO and 35 years of the Auxiliary to the AAO (all while 
celebrating the Nation’s 250th).
	 Troubling times are upon us, far too many school shootings, killings of police (on and off-duty) and 
the recent assassination of Charlie Kirk.  We may differ in our beliefs, opinions and political affiliations, but 
when did it become “OK” to take another person(s) life because you disagree with them?  Jesus loves Saints and 
Sinners alike and truth be told, He was the only “perfect” person to ever walk the earth and offered love and 
mercy to all people, especially those who hated Him.
	 If you are struggling with anger and frustration, please turn off that device, log out of social media 
and log into “physically” socializing with friends, family and enjoying the outdoors.  If you must Facebook, 
Instagram (or any other platform), think before you post and know that this day and age, you should try to 
express your beliefs and opinions without hurting someone else’s feelings.  In the words of Lori McKenna to her 
five children (also recorded by Tim McGraw), “be humble and kind”.
Steve Varga
AAO National Chaplain
gunner.varga@yahoo.com
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AO1 Damarre C. Smith
AO2 Kaleb C. Schofield
Mr. Gabriel M. Rivera
AO1 Jamal Ephraim
AOAN Annabelle Diaz Garcia
AOCS William E. Van Dyke
AO1 Lester C. Ward
AO2 Andrew G. Nuncio
AO1 Malcolm E. Garrett
AO3 Raykwon J. Walker
Mrs. Nicole L. McGuire (Associate)
AO2 Reglamia Mejias
AO3 Jaylon A. Henderson
AO3 Kerbinque D. Brown
Mr. William L. Heermann (Associate)
Mr. Christipher L. Jones (Associate)
AO1 Tatiana M. Martinez	

AO1 Shanice L. Winston
AO1 Uterrius D. Gipson
AO2 Werner B. Reichert
AO3 Dnajhala A. Martin
CWO4 Jaime Juarez
AO1 Alicia L. Alvarez
SSgt Caleb M. Yeary
AOAA David A. Valdez
E-4 Christal S. Bennett (Associate)
AO1 Taylor C. McQuinn
AO1 Kayla J. Reed-Blake
AOAN Traevon V. Bennett
AO1 Jasmine M. Toscano
AO1 Kiasha L. Blakely
Ms. Nicole L. McGuire (Associate)
AO1 Michelle L. Tucker

NEW MEMBERS

AO1 Rakisha M. Seymour
AO2 Austin R. Chandler
AOC Scott A. Morris			 
LT Chris E. McDaniel
AOCM Richard A. Hastings		
AO1 Ryan A. O’Rear
MGySgt James C. Saylor, Jr.		
AOCS Daniel C. Garcia
Mr. Christopher L. Jones 
(Associate)	

LCDR Phillip M. Ketsdever
MGySgt Paul J. Schutze USMC	
CWO2 Michael D. Vitanza
CWO4 Jaime Juarez			 
AO1 Jenna V. M. Hood
AO1 Chaddrick E. Amburgey	
AOAN Gary E. St. Mary
GySgt Jessica H. Brewer

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

IN SUPREME COMMANDERS SERVICE
AO1 Ken Rebenstein***			   Capt. Charles R Soldner USMC
CWO4 Robert S. Walecki*** HOF		  LCDR Leon “Pat” Canaday***
MSgt Dave Bussing***				   AOCS Feagaiga V. Tuisamatat***
AOC Jeffery T. Hallmark***			   AOC Brandon O’Connor***
AOCS John B. Bybee***			   AOC Wayne A. Herbert***
LT Kenneth McClure***			   AOC Maurice (Moe) Childress, Sr.***
AOC Leland Minske***			   AO1 Robert A. Jordan***
CDR Dempsey D. James***			   AOC Kenneth L. Foster***
AOC Roger A. Austin***	 		

* INFO FROM FRA TODAY NEWSLETTER / ** INFO FROM VFW MAGAZINE / ***OTHER
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AO2 Evet Gutierrez (NC)
AO1 John A. McMinn (NC)
AO2 Jhassper Q. Santiago (RN)
AO2 Yarel P. Velazquezalvarez (NC)
AO2 Nicole N. Rusk Bonilla (NC)	
AO2 Myesha L. Harris (RN)

AO3 Sarah A. Cowen (NC)		
Mr. Bruce A. Kaiser (RN)
AO1 Ashley S. Brown (RN)
AOC Robert A. Senneseth (RN)
LT Vertellis D. Garrett (RN)

LOCATOR
Can you help?  Know where any of these members can be located?  Let them know to go to redshirtnation.com, fill out 
the membership form to update contact info and if you have a mailing address or phone number, please contact me at 

NOTES: (RN) = RENEWAL NOTICE RETURN / (RS) = RED SHIRT RETURN / (NC) = 2 YEARS NO CONTACT

CWO4 James F. Saxton	
AO1 Kristen Brown
AO1 Jason R. Luthge	
AO2 Andrew G. Nuncio
Ms. Kristin V. Stith	
AO1 Jeremy M. Murphy
CWO2 Michael D. Vitanza	
AO1 Chris E. Geschwender
AO3 Michael Sliker	
SSgt Michael E. Holmes
AO2 Jesse M. Evans	
AO1 Juan J. Arguello
AOCS Edward R. Kline	
AO1 Jenna V. M. Hood
AO1 Rakisha M. Seymour	
AO2 Austin R. Chandler
SSgt Rance M. Rea	
Capt. Gregory C. Scott Jr.
LtCol Alfredo Topete	
AO1 Gerald O. Terrell
AOCM Richard A. 
Hastings	
AO3 James O. Winkler
AOC Korey J. Dismus	

AOAN William T. Monroe
GySgt Jessica H. Brewer	
Mr. Dave DeZutter
AO1 Taylor C. McQuinn	
MGySgt Paul J. Schutze 
USMC
Mr. Anthony Walecki	
AO2 William A. Knoske
AO2 Mark D. Wendell
A1C James R. Manion
AO2 Kayla Slaughter
AO1 Colin Bosley
AO1 Devon Merritt		
AO1 David Duprey
AOCS John Cataldi Jr.
Sgt Jonathan D. Jones USMC
AO1 Michael D. Rogers
AOCM Edward Hannifan
SMSgt Vincent Massaro	
CWO4 Steve Varga
MAJ Jim R. Thomas		
Mrs. Terresa Hobbs
LCDR Johnny R. Wheat	
Mrs. Sabrina Qualls

CWO4 Carlton R. ‘Skip’ 
Roe	
AO1 Merrissa Robinson
CWO4 Bennie L. Aaron	
	
CDR Dion J. Edon
AOCM Tom Lord		
AOCM John J. ‘JJ’ LaMaitre
CWO2 Carl A. Fargon	
MSgt Jerry Waller USAF
MGySgt Chris J. McGuire	
Mr. Scott H. Gerke
AAAO			      
Chapter 1			 
Chapter 4			 
Chapter 5			 
Chapter 8			 
Chapter 9			 
Chapter 21			 
Chapter 22			 
Chapter 34			 
Chapter 71			 
NAVAIR SWLT

SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTORS
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CAPT MATTHEW ARNOLD 

CDR (RET) JOHN OLSON

2025 HALL OF FAME

CDR (RET) RICARDO GARZA

MAJOR (RET) RAYMOND ROWLAND

CONGRATULATIONS
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CONGRATULATIONS

AO1 (AW) STEPHANIE MULLINS

CVN-71 USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT

LT JOHN W. FINN, AVIATION ORDNANCEMEN OF THE YEAR

SSGT SPENCER NEITZKE

MARINE DETACHMENT NAS 
PATUXENT RIVER, MD

RUNNER-UP LT JOHN W. FINN, AVIATION ORDNANCEMEN OF THE YEAR
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ASSOCIATION OF AVIATION ORDNANCEMEN
2025 GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Matt Arnold, President, called the 2025 Association of Aviation Ordnancemen General Business Meeting to order at 0902, 
02 Aug 2025, at the Silver Legacy Resort, Reno, NV.  He then led the General Membership in the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag.
Steve Varga, Chaplain, gave the opening prayer.
The Ordie song was then played.
The business of the Association was then initiated.
There were 61 members present for the Business Meeting.
General Announcements:
The President reminded everyone to check in with the registration table with the Treasurer or representative for ballot.
Official Announcements:
In accordance with ARTICLE VII, Section 2 of the By-Laws, the privilege of nominating, making motions, debating and 
voting is reserved for regular members of the Association during the course of this meeting.
Under Roberts Rules of order Article 31, when we get to the elections the President will, after giving ample opportunity to 
make nominations from the floor, with no further nomination’s forthcoming, close the nominations.  A motion to close 
nominations will be in order.
Report on the Board of Directors Actions During the Course of the Year (since last Convention 2024):
a.	 Approved the Board of Directors Minutes from Convention 2024 (November 6, 2024).  Minutes are part of 
Appendix A.
b.	 Approved Board of Directors Minutes from January 14, 2025.  Minutes are part of Appendix A.  (April 1, 2025).
c.	 Motion to expend $500 for the dedication for the LCDR Chuck Onken Training Building at NAS Lemoore was 
unanimously approved. (January 25, 2025).
d.	 Approved the disestablishment of Chapter LHD 8 Makin Island. (January 31, 2025).
e.	 Approved the disestablishment of Chapter 805. (Pt. Mugu) (January 31, 2025).
f.	 Motion made and seconded to extend the disestablishment of Chapter 805 (Pt Mugu) date for 120 days until May 
31, 2025. Vote ended in a 3 – 3 tie. No action taken.
g.	 Approved the Board of Directors Minutes from January 18, 2025.  (February 5, 2025).  Minutes are part of Appendix 
A.
h.	 Approved the establishment of Chapter 555 (Pentagon Chapter) (June 2, 2025).
i.	 Approved the establishment of Chapter 11 (Kaneohe Bay) Chapter) (June 2, 2025).
j.	 Approved the 2025/2026 Budget. (June 4, 2025)
John (JJ) LaMaitre, Secretary, reported that the minutes of the 2024 General Business Meeting was published in Red Shirt 
#155 with additional copies being available in the rear of the room and on the tables.  A synopsis of the minutes was read 
after which the President called for any required corrections or deletions.  A motion was made and seconded to accept 
the 2024 General Business Meeting Minutes as published.  Without objection the motion was passed.  The 2024 General 
Business Minutes are enclosure (1) to these minutes.
The Treasurer then gave the Membership and Financial Reports.  Copies of the 2025/2026 Approved Budget including the 
2024/2025 Expenditure Report are available in the rear of the room and on the tables.  The Treasurer then asked if there 
were any questions.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the Financial Report as delivered.  Without objection the 
motion was passed.  The 2025/2026 Approved Budget is enclosure (2) to these minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
2025 Convention Committee, JJ LaMaitre, Chairman –
The 2025 Convention has no major issues that have come up.  Silver Legacy staff has been awesome.  2026 dates are July 
28, 2026 to August 04, 2026 here at the Silver Legacy.  Rates are $88 Sunday – Thursday and $119 Friday and Saturday.  Use 
the website to make your reservations.  We are here at the Silver Legacy through 2027.  Reminded Chapters to reserve 
tables for selling their swag.
Planning Conference for 2026 Convention to be held in Laughlin, NV at the Aquarius Hotel Resort on January 15th to 19th 
2026.  Reservation Code ‘GR AAO26’
Reunion Book Committee, Steve and Sheryl Varga, Chairman –
The Reunion Book is $25 cash, check, or cards accepted as payment.  Requested that everyone get their pictures taken 
early and stated that the evolution will commence at 1600 until 1800 in Silver Legacy B.
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By-Laws Committee, Kirk Brado, Chairman – 
No new Bylaws changes have been submitted.  Possibly working on several minor changes.
AO Scholarship Committee, Rick Garza, Chairman - 
Rick is looking for a replacement to head up the Scholarship Committee.  Thanked the Chapters and the Auxiliary for 
their contributions to the Scholarship Fund.   The Committee was comprised of six members, one Auxiliary member, 
and five retirees. The members represented over 231 years of Ordnance experience.  A total of $30,300 in Scholarships 
(broken up into 8 Scholarships) were awarded.  There were 12 packages received, 3 of which were disqualified, leaving 9 
applicants up for consideration. The reasons for disqualification include: 1 not signed by the sponsor, 1 hand written and 
1 did not have an official transcript.  The winners were announced at the Awards Banquet and are presented here for the 
record:
Scholarship Winners for 2025:
Association of Aviation Ordnancemen
Robert L. Crow
$8,000 Scholarship Award (1)
Taelyr Folsom, Daughter of Steve Folsom
Robert L. Crow
$7,000 Scholarship Award (1)
Aja McNair, Daughter of Lamar McNair
Robert L. Crow
$4,000 Scholarship Award (1)
Evan Walecki, Grandson of the late Robert Walecki
2025 Additional
Scholarship Award Winners
In Memory Of Priscilla Plautz Scholarship Donation from NAVAIR Strike Weapons Logistics Team 
$2,500 Scholarship Award (2)
Jaeger Fyfe, Grandson of Doug Fyfe
Lily Schommer, Daughter of Kevin Reuter
In Memory of AOCS Vasega Tuisamatatele Scholarship Donation from Chapter 8 
$2,500 Scholarship Award (1)
Jason Spaccarelli, Son of Brian Spaccarelli
In Memory Of LCDR Chuck Onken Scholarship Donation 
$2,000 Scholarship Award (1)
Addison Harris, Grandson of Mark Warren
Donation from CWO-4 James and Diana Saxton Scholarship Donation 
$1,800 Scholarship Award (1)
Jaydin Brewer, son of Johnny Brewer
AO of the Year Committee, Tim Zimmer, Chairman –					   
The committee considered 31 packages.  14 Members, including active duty and retired members representing over 347 
years of Ordnance experience, participated in the deliberations.  The winners were announced at the Awards Banquet 
and are presented here for the record:
Association of Aviation Ordnancemen
John W. Finn
Aviation Ordnancemen of the Year for 2025
SSGT Spencer Neitzke
Marine Detachment NAS Patuxent River, MD
Aviation Ordnancemen of the Year for 2025
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Runner-Up
AO1 (AW) Stephanie Mullins
CVN-71 USS Theodore Roosevelt
AAO Website Report, Amber Roth, Chairman –
Amber gave an update, many improvements to the website to make it user friendly.  Absentee voting is available on the 
website.
Red Shirt Newsletter Report, Amber Roth, Chairman – Asked members/ Chapters when they submit an article for the Red 
Shirt to send different files for the article and any pictures, do NOT embed the picture in the articles.  Any address issues 
must go to the Treasurer; he provides the addresses for the Red Shirt.  
Elections Committee, Tim Zimmer, Chairman –
The following offices are open for election/reelection:
Nominee for the office of President:
Steve Folsom
Board of Directors (Two): Seat positions 1 & 2 presently held by Amber Roth and Steve Kashuba.  The Bylaws requirement 
for one seat must be Active duty has been met with Naomi Deppe.
Nominees for the Board of Directors:
Steve Kashuba (Incumbent)
Lindsey Rodriguez (Removed, not present at GBM)
Lindsey Smack
William ‘Bill’ Taylor
If floor nominations are received a ballot will be required.  The nominee must be present and accept the nomination.  
The voting will be conducted utilizing the ballots that were provided as the members checked in for the General Business 
Meeting and their membership status was verified to be current.
The voting procedures will be restated prior to the voting and again before each vote is taken.
AO Hall of Fame Committee, Jeff Sassone, Chairman –
There were ten packages up for consideration.  Six members (4 HOF members, 4 past Presidents of the Association, 
and 5 former Commanding Officer’s) made up the committee and represented over 241 years of Ordnance experience.  
Encouraged Chapters to go find that deserving HOF candidate locally and submit a package.  Look for a change to the 
package submittals on the Web Site for next year. The winners were announced at the Awards Banquet and is presented 
here for the record:
Association of Aviation Ordnancemen
AO Hall of Fame Selectee’s for 2025
Capt. Matthew E. Arnold
CDR (RET) John T. Olson (Deceased)
CDR (RET) Ricardo Garza
Maj (RET) Raymond T. Rowland
Chaplain Report, Steve Varga, Chaplain – 
Has been a rough year.  Each and every AO that passes away will get a letter active member or not.  Please keep the 
members and family in your thoughts and prayers.
Safety Committee, Vacant – President Arnold gave a brief on current issues involving fleet units.  Use the checklists to stay 
safe.
Chapter Reports:
There are presently 26 active Chapters:
Chapter 1			   NAS Lemoore, CA			    Chris Hathaway
Chapter 3			   NAS Whidbey Island, WA		   Taylor Seer
Chapter 4			   Tidewater Area, VA			    Brittany Hernandez
Chapter 5			   NAWC China Lake, CA		   Greg Paulsen
Chapter 8			   San Diego, CA			   	 Tristin Granaas
Chapter 9			   Jacksonville, FL			    Lindsay Smack
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Chapter 11			   Kaneohe Bay, HI			    No Report
Chapter 21			   NAS Fallon, NV			    Ashley Li
Chapter 22			   NAS Patuxent River, MD		   Ellen Bailey
Chapter 34			   NAS Pensacola, FL			    Clauniece Wright
Chapter 39			   MCAS Beaufort, SC			    No Report
Chapter 555			   Pentagon				     Rick Garza
Chapter 671			   Guam					      No Report
Chapter 68			   USS Nimitz (CVN 68)		   	 Read into the Record
Chapter 69			   USS Dwight D. Eisenhower	  	 No Report
	 (CVN 69)
Chapter 70			   USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70)		   No Report Deployed
Chapter 71			   USS Theodore Roosevelt		   Nataan Gibson
	 (CVN 71)
Chapter 72			   USS Abraham Lincoln	            		  Read into the Record
	 (CVN 72)
Chapter 73			   USS George Washington		  No Report 
	 (CVN 73)
Chapter 74			   USS John C. Stennis		   	 (RCOH)
	 (CVN 74)
Chapter 75			   USS Harry S. Truman 		  	 No Report
	 (CVN 75)
Chapter 76			   USS Ronald Reagan 		   	 No Report
	 (CVN 76)
Chapter 77			   USS George H. W. Bush		   No Report
				    (CVN 77)
Chapter 78			   USS Gerald R. Ford			    No Report
	 (CVN 78)
Chapter Key West		  Key West, FL			    	 No Report
Chapter LHD 1 Stingers	 USS Wasp (LHD 1)			    No Report
Auxiliary								         Teresa Zimmer
15 Minute Break
Contributions to AAO Scholarship Fund received:
Total donations received was $38,729.71 including Chapter donations ($35,601.99), Friday night auction total $15,202.
Old Business: Freedom Park - The Vice President gave a briefing on Freedom Park located at the Midway Museum in San 
Diego.  Tim has a POC with the Midway Museum and we want to make sure they know who we are and our relationship 
with John W. Finn.  Ongoing business and fundraising will be required for the purchase of Memorial Bricks.  The 
Association has a button for the fund on the website which is managed by Chapter 8 in San Diego.
New Business:  The President called for any further New Business.
Dave Lepard recommended that the Association pursue inviting Zach Bryan an American country-songwriter and rock 
musician from Oologah, Oklahoma who served 8 years in the Navy and was honorably discharged in 2021 as an AO2.  
Dion Edon will contact Ryan Smith (former AAOY) to make contact.
2026 Convention Committee, JJ LaMaitre, Chairman –
2026 dates are July 28, 2026 to August 04, 2026 here at the Silver Legacy.  Rates are $88 Sunday – Thursday and $119 Friday 
and Saturday.  Use the key link on the website www.redshirtnation.com to make your reservations.
Chapters need to contact JJ LaMaitre (POC’s info in the Red Shirt) to set up tables to sell merchandise.  Come early and set 
up for the AOLMC starting on Monday July 27th. 
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Communication is the key to the success of all the planned activities at this convention.  Also 2026 is the 2nd 
year of the 3-year contract here at the Silver Legacy.  If any member wants to look at moving the Convention out 
of Reno (or Silver Legacy), do your homework (airport access, meeting rooms, resort fee’s, security, etc.) and 
bring the proposal forward in 2026.
President:  Appointment of Committee Chairmen.  Reappointed Tim Zimmer as the AAOY Chairman, and need 
to find a replacement for the Scholarship and Safety Committee Chairman.  Also looking for a Parliamentarian, 
and a replacement for Kirk Brado Bylaws Chairman.
Absentee Voting Status, Tim Zimmer, Vice President –
Total ballots received: 16
Invalid ballots due to not being a member or associate member: 0
Invalid ballots: 0
Total ballots to count during voting: 16
Absentee ballots received last year (2024): 5
Election of Officers up in 2026, Tim Zimmer, Vice President –
The following offices will be open for election/reelection in 2026:
Vice President
Tim Zimmer
Secretary
John ‘JJ’ LaMaitre
Board of Directors (Two):
Dion Edon - Position 3
Niomi Deppe – Position 4
NOTE: Nominations for these Offices must be submitted to the Vice-President No Later than 1 April 2026.  The 
Nominee must accept the nomination in Writing and be willing to fulfill the obligations of the office.
Tim Zimmer accepted his nomination as Vice President.
John ‘JJ’ LaMaitre declined his nomination as Secretary.  Mike Gramolini, Chris Hathaway, and William ‘Bill’ 
Taylor were all nominated and accepted to run for the office as Secretary.
Dion Edon, Niomi Deppe, and William ‘Bill’ Taylor were all nominated and accepted to run for the offices on the 
BOD for 2026.
Election of Officers, Matt Arnold, President –
NOTE: Article V (5) Section 3 states that “A minimum of two officers must be active-duty personnel, one of 
which must be on the Board of Directors” (Requirement met).
The President called for the election of Association Officers, he announced that the offices open for election are 
those of the Treasurer, and two seats on the Board of Directors.
The following individuals were nominated for the offices identified:
Nominee for the office of President:
Steve Folsom
Nominees for the Board of Directors
Steve Kashuba (Incumbent)
Larry Hurbert
Lindsey Rodriguez (Removed, not present at GBM)
Lindsey Smack
William ‘Bill’ Taylor
Election for the office of President, position currently held by Matt Arnold.
The Nominees are:
Steve Folsom
Steve Folsom was elected via floor voice vote (actuation) to serve as President, term to expire 2028.
Election was held for the Board of Directors position 1 currently held by Amber Roth.
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The nominees for the Board of Directors:
Steve Kashuba (Incumbent)
Larry Hurbert
Lindsey Rodriguez (Removed, not present at GBM)
Lindsey Smack
William ‘Bill’ Taylor
Lindsey Smack was elected via ballot vote to serve on the Board of Directors (position 1), term to expire 2028.
Election was held for the Board of Directors position 2 held by Steve Kashuba.
The nominees are:
Steve Kashuba (Incumbent)
Lindsey Rodriguez (Removed, not present at GBM)
Larry Hurbert
William ‘Bill’ Taylor
Steve Kashuba was reelected via ballot vote to serve on the Board of Directors (Position 2), term to expire 2028.
All officers will be sworn in at the BOD meeting following the GBM and installed after the Awards Banquet 
Dinner is completed per new Bylaws voted in today.
Further Business:  The President called for any further business:
MGySgt Paul Schutze USMC gave a state of the Marine Corps presentation.
Capt. Matt Arnold gave a brief of issues affecting Navy/ Marine Corp operations.  
Input from the floor – Matt Arnold President: Recognized the six US Navy Captains present, Capt. Lepard USN 
Ret.; Capt. Mike Price USN Ret.; Capt. Al Dean USN Ret.; Capt. Matt Arnold; Capt. Steve Folsom; and Capt. 
Travis Scott.
Closing remarks & announcements, Matt Arnold, President –
The President announced that next year’s 50th Convention would be held here at the Silver Legacy, Reno, NV 
from 28 July thru 04 August 2026.
He thanked the Officers and BOD for their service in their respective offices.
BOD meet to be held at 1330 in Silver Baron B.
A moment of silence was held for those all of our departed Shipmates.
Chaplain Steve Varga delivered the closing prayer.
There being no more input from the floor and no more business to conduct the President closed the 2025 
General Business Meeting of the Association of Aviation Ordnancemen at 1139, 02 August 2025.
Enclosures 1 and 2 are on file with the National Secretary.
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Chapter 1 - Lemoore, CA 
President-Christopher Hathaway  
Vice-President- AOC Christopher 
Masterson
Secretary-AO3 Evet Gutierrez
Treasurer-Johnny Wheat
Fleet Reserve Club, D Street, 
Lemoore CA
3rd Thursday, 1730 
Chapter 3 - Whidbey Island, WA
President- AO1 Bodiford
Vice-President- AO1 Serr
Secretary- Emilee Lamb
Treasurer- Walter Johnson
VFW Post 3037   
Fourth Wed of the month, 1130
Chapter 4 - Virginia Beach, VA 
President- AOC Jason Young
Vice-President- AO2 Chancellor 
Ellis
Treasurer- AO1 Maggie DeSpain
Secretary- AO2 Ryan Davies
VA Beach VFW #392, 
2408 Bowland Pkwy, 
Virginia Beach VA
3rd Wednesday, 1800  
Chapter 5 - China Lake, CA 
President- Joshua Edwards;  
ejedwards13@gmail.com
Vice President- Anai Hudgens;  
anaigonzalez58@gmail.com
Secretary- Steve Gentry;  
spgentry6541@gmail.com
Treasurer- Christal Bennett
Board of Directors:
Cody Smegner 
smegner.cody@gmail.com
Steve Maxwell  
smaxwell@synecsolu.com

Greg Paulsen  
paulsengt@gmail.com
VFW 4080, 117 N. Alvord 
Last Flex Thursday of Month, 
1800 
Chapter 8 - San Diego, CA 
President- AO1 Jane Park
Vice-President- AO3 Jose Luna
Secretary- AO1 Donald Cowgill
Treasurer-Barry Stemler 
bstemler36@gmail.com
Board of Directors: 
CWO4(Ret)Gunner Goose 
CWO4(Ret)Lester Gipson
AOCM(Ret)Diane Mcqueen-
Gipson
AO1 Quentin Tabb
AO1 Max Mistecka 
American Legion Post 255, 
National City
1st Thursday, 1900
Chapter 9 - Jacksonville, FL 
President: AO1 Murphy (HSM 46)
Vice President: CDR (ret) Mike 
Gramolini
Treasurer: AOCM (ret) Rick 
Wyman
Board of Directors:
AOC Lester (CNATTU JAX)
AO2 Jackson(NMC JAX)
AO3 Shayhorn (HSM 46)
Fleet Reserve, Collins Road 
3rd Thursday, 1900  	
Chapter 11 - Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii
DISESTABLISHED
Chapter 21 - Fallon, NV 
President- AO2 Arin Felton
Vice-President- AO2 Christopher 
Bennett
Secretary- AO2 Bailey Kennedy

Treasurer- AO2 Ashley Li 
American Legion Post 16 Fallon, 
NV. 
1st Wednesday, 1830
Chapter 22 - Patuxent River 
President: AO2 Emmanuel (EJ) 
Yiaadeyadoga 
Vice-President: Vacant
Treasurer: Rob Pavel
Secretary: Ellen Bailey
Board of Directors: 
Tom Brouwer 
LT Chris Shelton 
Mike Bruns
Mel Swartz
VFW, Post 2632 California, MD 
3rd Wednesday, 1800
Chapter 34 - Pensacola, FL 
President-AO1  Zachary Snider
chapter34ordie@gmail.com
Vice-President: AO1 Victor Tovar
Treasurer- AO1 Ashley Brown
Treasurer- SGT Nathan McLain 
Secretary- AO1 Kyliegh Love
Public Affairs Officer- AO2 Nicole 
Ruskbonilla
Master at Arms- AO2 Jeremiah 
Acosta
O’riley’s Irish Pub downtown
321 S Palafox St, Pensacola, FL
1st Wednesday, 1830
Chapter 35 - Lightning Chapter
President-AO1 Garrett Ly-Kinhan
CNATT Det Eglin JSF F-35 ATC
3rd Thursday, 1500

CHAPTER LISTING
FIND YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER OR START ONE IN YOUR AREA. 

GO TO WWW.REDSHIRTNATION.COM/ FOR THE APPROPRIATE GUIDLINES.

MANY CHAPTERS ARE DELINQUENT OF MINUTES NOT BEING SUBMITTED. 

AS PER THE AAO NATIONAL BYLAWS, IF MINUTES, CORRESPONDENCE, AND TREASURER REPORTS 
HAVE NOT BEEN RECEIVED FOR ONE (1) CONSECUTIVE YEAR, THE CHAPTER WILL BE SENT A 

WARNING LETTER OF DISESTABLISHMENT. IF CORRESPONDENCE IS STILL NOT RECEIVED, THE CHAPTER 
WILL BE OFFICIALLY DISESTABLISHED
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Chapter 39 - 
Dude Gilbert Beaufort, SC  
President-Rob Farmer
Vice-President-Chris Hooper 
hoop9777@gmail.com
Treasurer-Del Tingley
Secretary-Jason Grayson
After Burners Staff NCO Lounge 
1st Thursday 1645

Chapter 671 - Guam
President- Mikko Delosreyes
Molly McGee's onboard Naval 
Base Guam
3rd Thursday, 1900
Chapter 805 - Point Mugu

Chapter Desert Southwest - 
El Centro, CA. 

DISESTABLISHED

Chapter LHD 4 - Gator Chapter
DISESTABLISHED

Chapter LHD 7 - USS Iwo Jima
President- AO1 Rosalie A. Lashley 
On Board
Chapter LHD 8 - USS Makin Island
DISESTABLISHED

Chapter CVN 68 - USS Nimitz 
President- AOC Wilson Leiva
Secretary- AO1 Brandon Barber
Treasurer- AOC Andrew Reimund
PAO- Tyler Nicolet
On Board

Chapter CVN 69 - 
USS Dwight D Eisenhower
President- AO1 Justin Rives
ssphiend08@gmail.com
Vice-President: AO1 Adrienne 
Anderson
Secretary- AO2 Alvaro Benitez
Treasurer- AO2 Brian Michel
On Board
Chapter CVN 70 - USS Carl Vinson 
President- AO1 Kittles

Vice-President- AO1 Halcomb
Secretary- AO1 Oclima
Treasurer- AO2 Blackmon
MA: AO1 Masolo
On Board
Chapter CVN 71 - 
USS Theodore Roosevelt
President- AO1 Jose Pando
On Board
Chapter CVN 72 - 
USS Abraham  Lincoln 
President- AO1 Chris 
Geschwender 
Geschie805@gmail.com 	
Vice-President- AO1 Sophia 
Mattos
Sophiamattos00@gmail.com
Secretary- AO2 Hannah Getz,	
Hannagetz21@gmail.com 	
Treasurer- AO1 Anthony Harrison
Harrisonanthony2008@gmail.
com
Public Affairs- YNSN Devonte 
Legier
Training- AO2 Harvey Cappal
Community Service- AOAN 
Shakeem Brown
Master At Arms- AOAN Austin 
Tolber			   
MWR- AOAN Allen Andrada
On Board
Chapter CVN 73 -
USS George Washington
President- AO1 Derrick 
MinnittSharp
Vice-President- AO1 Ashley 
Ketchup
Secretary- AO1 Wanda 
Carrasquillo
Treasurer- AO1 Julian Colbert
Master-at-Arms- AO2 Christian 
Carter
On-Board
Chapter CVN 74 - 
USS John C. Stennis 
President- AO1 Benjamin 
Llewellyn

On Board
Chapter CVN 75 - 
USS Harry S. Truman 
President- AO1 Dixon
Vice-President- AO1 Flowers
Master at Arms- AO1 Everett 
PAO- AO3 Nichols
Secretary- AO3 Bates
Treasurer- AO2 Crider
On Board
Chapter 76 - USS Ronald Reagan
President- Andrew Dominguez 
andrewdominguez1994@yahoo.
com
Vice-President- Celine Delpesh 
delpesh@icloud.com
Secretary- Elisnett Velez 
elisnettvelez@gmail.com
Treasurer- Orlando Wheatley 
orlandowheatley@gmail.com
On Board 
Chapter 77 - 
USS George H.W. Bush
President- AO1 Davis
Secretary- AO2 Martinez
Treasurer- AO2 Salcedo-Walden  
On Board
Chapter CVN 78 - 
USS Gerald Ford
President- AO1 Winston
Vice-President-AO2 Pace
Treasurer- AO2 Fonteno
Secretary- AO1 Perrick
VFW Post 3160 111 A View, 
Norfolk, VA
Last Thursday of every month, 
1400
Chapter Southernmost -
Key West, Fl
Sunset Lounge, at Sigsbee 
ANNEX 
Chapter Spartan- 
Souda Bay, Greece
President-AO1 Gilmore Estrill
Meeting Time and Location Varies
3rd Thursday of the month
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Greetings from Lemoore, CA and Chapter ONE,
	 This summer seemed to fly by rather quickly, but we had an amazing time in August at the Convention 
catching up with old friends and meeting some new ones.  We hope all in attendance enjoyed themselves in 
Reno and join us again next year.
	 We had a great turnout for our annual picnic in September.  A sincere “Thank You” to the Fuller 
Family for donating their time and use of Sidewinder Field.  Also, a huge shout out to AOC Abby Dominguez 
and AOC Cindy Valdivia for all the preparation making the picnic successful and Mr. Bill Vandyke cooking 
and making his incredible pulled pork.  Congratulations to Ms. Makenna Johnson for earning the 2025 “AAO 
Chapter ONE George Segars Scholarship” and to AOCS Theo Hill for winning the BSU-85 bomb fin table.  
	 We continue to participate in the Cal-Trans Adopt-a-Highway Program and greatly appreciate all who 
volunteer their time to support the cause.  We couldn’t do it without you. 
	 Welcome back to CVW-2 and everyone in VFA-2, VFA-97, VFA-113, and VFA-192 after a successful 
deployment.  Thanks for keeping us safe here at home.  To everyone training and preparing for deployment, be 
safe and keep your head on a swivel.  We appreciate your sacrifices and all that you do.
	 A hearty congratulations to all the selected Chief Petty Officers this season.  Your service, pride and 
dedication are unswerving.
AOC Noel Etcheto	 AOC Alexander Smith	 AOC Bryce Brummet		  AOC Tayrene Allan
AOC Kimberly Villacci	 AOC Greg Hunt	 AOC Ambrlieen Ruiz
Our Annual Holiday Party is Saturday, December 13th, 2025, at the Fleet Reserve Association.  Mark your 
calendars and hope to see you there.  Also, if you find yourself in our area on the third Thursday of the month, 
please stop by FRA Club 261 at 17:30 for a cold beverage and share in the meeting.  Until next time, take care 
and stay safe.   
Cheers, 
Chris Hathaway 
Chapter ONE President 
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AAO Chapter 3 Red Shirt Inputs for May 1- September 20
Chapter 3, Whidbey Island, Washington says Hello! Over the past months, we have successfully 
conducted six meetings, held on the third Wednesday of each month, under the leadership of our 
President, AO1 Duprey. 
	 A lively social gathering took place at Lava Louies in downtown Oak Harbor, WA, on May 2, 
hosted by our Chapter bringing together members and guests for an evening filled with fun and 
fellowship. The event featured an exciting karaoke session where participants showcased their 
singing talents, creating a vibrant and entertaining atmosphere. Alongside the music, everyone 
enjoyed delicious pizza, which added to the relaxed and friendly vibe of the night. During the 
gathering, we also discussed important community initiatives, including a motion we put forward 
to donate $1,000 to scholarship funds. This generous contribution was intended to support 
educational opportunities and was added to the National donation efforts aimed at promoting 
education assisted where needed. The event successfully combined enjoyment with meaningful 
action, reinforcing our commitment to both social connection and charitable support.
	 Chapter 3 Ordnance Association has created merchandise already out getting sold, 
volunteering services, as well as work for profit to better the Chapter. As we mentioned in the 
previous Red Shirt Input this is just the beginning of what will become a thriving Association 
in the Pacific Northwest. We have conducted a community clean-up at the NAS Whidbey Island 
Gate Guardians Statues, focusing on weeding and removing trash from the surrounding area. 
Volunteers came together to ensure the site remains welcoming and well-maintained for 
visitors and personnel alike. This effort not only enhances the aesthetic appeal of the statues 
but also helps preserve the natural environment around the base. By keeping the area clean, we 
contribute to fostering a sense of pride and respect within the community.
	 The Chapter also hosted a picnic on NASWI, which was a wonderful opportunity for 
members and their families to come together and enjoy a day of relaxation and camaraderie. 
We savored delicious hot dogs and burgers, freshly grilled and served with all the classic fixings, 
which made the meal especially enjoyable. Alongside the great food, everyone participated in 
a variety of fun games that brought out friendly competition and lots of laughter. To add to the 
excitement, we held a raffle where attendees had the chance to win fantastic prizes, creating an 
atmosphere of anticipation and joy. Overall, the picnic was a memorable event that strengthened 
bonds within the chapter and provided a perfect break from our daily routines.
	 Chapter 3 sends its love to all and hopes you enjoyed a wonderful summer. As “Winter is 
coming”, let’s keep striving for excellence. IYAOYAS!
Respectfully,
AO1 (AW/SW) Collin Bosley
Secretary, Chapter 3
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AAO Chapter 8 Red Shirt Inputs for May-Aug 25
	 Greetings from Chapter 8 in sunny San Diego, “Where it all started.”
Since MAY our Chapter’s membership has continued to grow, and we have added five new Lifetime 
members.
1. On Saturday, May 17th, the Chapter held its annual AO Family Picnic. Committee Chair Diane 
McQueen-Gipson did an outstanding job coordinating all the details with the whole Chapter 
supporting with the set-up, cooking, clean-up, and buying of supplies, etc. We had an estimated 75 
AO’s and family members
in attendance.
2. On May 26th, we held our annual Memorial Day visit to the John and Alice Finn gravesite at 
the Mt Carmel Cemetery located on the Campo Indian Reservation. Afterwords, several Chapter 
members had lunch at the Golden Acorn Casino.
3. During June, the chapter contributed to the creation of a memorial dedicated to John Finn, which 
includes a variety of personal items he once used and owned.
4. In July, the Chapter awarded AO1 Donald Cowgill, USS ESSEX, as our Aviation Ordnanceman 
of the Quarter for the second Quarter 2025. This well-deserved honor highlights his unwavering 
dedication, exceptional work ethic, and outstanding contri butions to the Chapter. Bravo Zulu—keep 
up the amazing work!

Greetings fellow Ordies,	

	 What an incredible six months it's been for our China Lake chapter! After holding elections 
and establishing a new leadership structure within Chapter V, we've demonstrated the true spirit 
of Aviation Ordnancemen through successful fundraising, community engagement, and strong 
leadership transitions.

	 Our chapter has made significant strides in fundraising activities. The August 9th car wash 
at Tap That Axe was our biggest success - where with a modest investment from our chapter funds 
we were able to raise $420, with enough supplies remaining for several future events! Our MK-76 
keychain project launched with 100 units ready for Reno, and so far has netted us nearly $300 in 
donations.

	 We've also procured a new order of Chapter 5 coins and have had some success with those 
sales as well. Thanks to some serious generosity from Ms. Jeanie Moore our AAO College Fund 
donation reached $500 this year and was presented at the annual convention in Reno.

	 We're thrilled to welcome Christal Bennett as our new Chapter V Treasurer! Her extensive 
background as a Logistics Management Specialist and Deputy Assistant Program Manager for 
Logistics at PMA-242 makes her perfectly suited for this critical role. She became an associate 
member and immediately stepped up when our previous treasurer was forced to step down due to 
unforeseen circumstances.

	 Our community outreach this year has resulted in three monthly FOD walks, and we hope 
to see more member participation as we organize more events with the weather beginning to cool 
down. We've maintained our meeting schedule alternating between the Ridgecrest VFW and Tap 
That Axe, ensuring consistent chapter operations despite operational tempo challenges.

	 September brings exciting opportunities with our burrito sale fundraiser on September 29th 
featuring bacon, sausage, and chorizo options across three base buildings. We have several ideas 
for additional fundraising product designs, and are also in the process of planning additional car 
washes for cooler fall weather.

	 I would like to applaud everyone's efforts for bringing this chapter back from the brink of 
being disbanded. Several members have really stepped up and contributed to the organization, and 
I believe we are well positioned to continue growing and contribute to the service and celebration 
that our association represents.

Very respectfully,

Steve Gentry - Chapter V Secretary

Association of Aviation Ordnancemen - China Lake, CA
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AAO Chapter 8 Red Shirt Inputs for May-Aug 25 (CONT'D)
	 5. On July 4th, several Ordies from the Chapter joined forces with the (small but mighty) 
Marine Corps League 1207 and participated in the Coronado 4th of July Parade
6. July 31st to August 3rd, several Chapter members went to Reno NV for the annual AAO 
Convention. A special thank you goes to Diane McQueen-Gipson and Lester Gibson for their 
generous donation toward the convention auction. The chapter contributions to the scholarship 
auction brought in well over $1,000. Congratulations to AO1 Park for winning the raffle, which 
covers all expenses for next year’s convention.
7. On Saturday, August 2nd, our chapter conducted its quarterly highway clean-up, during which we 
collected a substantial amount of debris along the roadway and improved the overall appearance of 
the area, with outstanding support from our members.
8. Lastly, the Chapter would like to recognize our new Chief selectee AOC (Sel) Tristan Granaas.
Chapter 8’s current Leadership.
President: AO1 Jane Park					     BOD:
VP: AO2 Jose Luna						      CWO4 (Ret) Gunner Goose
Sec: AO1 Donald Cowgill					     CWO4 (Ret) Lester Gipson
Treas: CWO3 (Ret) Barry Stemler				    AOCM (Ret) Diane Mcqueen-Gipson
								        AO1 (AD) Quentin Tabb
								        AO1 (AD) Max Mistecka
IYAOYAS,
Jose M Luna
AO3 Jose Luna Chapter 8 Secretary

Submitted By: Steve “Gunner” Varga
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Greetings from Chapter 9, 
	 it seems like I start every September article with “where has the year gone”, not 
this year, just accept it. It is the heart of Hurricane season for us on the east coast, we are 
bracing for our usual high winds, heavy rains, and storm surge due to hurricane season. 
The west coast always deals with wild fires due to very dry weather, and the middle of the 
country is always threatened by droughts and flash flooding. Each region has its particular 
threat and nothing we can do will change this. Enjoy where you live.
	 2025 has been very good to Chapter 9 so far, we have developed a new and improved 
challenge coin which is on order, our current secretary, AOC Lindsey Smack was elected 
to the National Board of Directors, and we made our largest contribution to Scholarships 
ever. Since moving our monthly meetings to 1700 the attendance has improved. Well done 
Chapter 9.
	 As you read this article, our annual fall family picnic as well as two major 
fundraisers are now history. We are gearing up to help a junior ordie and their families 
during the Holiday season.
	 Congratulations to AO3 Jeffery Price from VP-26, recognized as our AO of the 
Quarter for the second quarter of 2025. His name will be added to our AOQ plaque which is 
displayed in his work center for until the next AOQ is selected.
	 Not only has our Annual Scholarship donations increased but so has who they honor 
has grown as well. We used to honor just Floyd English with one and Ed Scott with the 
other. Now, our BOD elected to include other fallen major Chapter contributors as well; 
Robert Bohenstengle and Jack Purtee, WWII vets, John Printy, Korean War vet, Jack Elrod, 
and finally “Speedy” Gonzales.
	 On a lighter note, at a recent meeting, retired CDR Gary Dasher attended. What is 
unique about this is that during his first tour as an AO he worked for our oldest current 
member, AOC BIll Taylor as an AOAN. Now the roles are reversed. Has this ever happened 
to any of you?
	 2025 is on the fast track, each year seems to pick up more speed. Look out for each 
other and be proud of the AO legacy. Until January 2026, IYAOYAS!!!!!!! See you at the 
Convention, don’t miss out.
AOCM (USN,Ret) Richard Wyman

Chapter President AO1 Jeremy Murphy (HSM-46) and 
Vice President CDR Mike Gramolini (Ret) presenting a 
gift from the chapter to Krista the FRA-91 Manager for 
her dedication and support to our Chapter.

All active duty and retired Ordies in attendance

Chapter 9 Family picnic with All Ordies and their family in attendance.
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 Chapter 78 CRUSHES IT on and off the Ship!
What a year for AAO Chapter 78! We've been busy on deployment to Sixth Fleet, but we still 
made time for our community and each other.
Underway Success:  $3,321 in sales raised during our epic Family Day Cruise! Our funds 
helped make our 4th Annual Golf Tournament a huge hit. Shout out to the champs: AOC 
Storie, AO1 Brown, AO2 Pace, and AO2 Martinez! Special congrats to AOC Bowman for 
winning "Closest to the Pin" challenge! 
Community Impact: We didn't stop there! While at home, our volunteers mentored and 
tutored kids at numerous schools in the Hampton Roads area, proving our commitment to 
serving beyond the fleet.
Team Building: Before heading out, Weapons Department dominated the lanes at Freedom 
Lanes for one last bowling tournament building esprit de corps! 
IYAOYAS
Very Respectfully,
AO1(AW/SW/IW) Perrick, Amber
Chapter 78 Secretary   
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