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Greeting Ordies,

Greetings from sunny San Diego. I hope
everyone is healthy and doing well. It is hard to
believe we are now into our fifth month of the
year already. I am glad to report that the planning
and preparation for the upcoming convention is
progressing well. The committees are planning
for the normal execution of their assigned duties
during the event. Information concerning the
convention can be viewed on our website, www.
redshirtnation.com. Ilook forward to seeing
everyone at the event.

It is always my great pleasure to visit
chapters, meet our members and hear about all
of the great things that the chapters are doing.
Unfortunately, my travel has been limited as
of late, and I have been unable to visit any of
our chapters recently. I have to live vicariously
through your social media posts and their “Red
Shirt” articles. As I read all of the chapter inputs
for the “Red Shirt” I am amazed by all of the
work being performed by the members of our
organization in support of our fellow service
members, our services, and our communities. I
continue to offer my personal and professional
thank you for all of your efforts on behalf of our
organization. These efforts serve to increase
the visibility of our organization within our
community while they enrich the lives of our
members and those we support. Please continue
to diligently report your chapter’s activities to the
“Red Shirt” so that the efforts of our members
may be properly recognized by all of the members
of our organization.

We continue to experience an issue with
chapters communicating with our national
Secretary and Treasurer as mandated by our
Bylaws. Our elected officers are attempting
to reestablish and maintain contact with
several of our chapters to prevent their closure.
Unfortunately, the elected officers and members
of the Board of Directors have been forced to
initiate the closure process for several of our

chapters due to lack of communication. I would
request that the leaders of our active chapters
review our national bylaws and ensure the
actions of the chapter are in compliance with all
of the requirements established there in. Please
pay particular attention to the membership
requirements for the officers of the chapter. They
must be members of the national organization

in order to serve in their elected positions.
Additionally, please ensure your chapters are
complying with the reporting requirements
detailed in our written guidance. Failure to
meet these requirements is sufficient grounds for
closure of the chapter.

As this is will be my last article as
president of this fantastic band of brothers and
sisters, I offer my heartfelt appreciation to all of
the officers and members of this organization
who work diligently to further the purposes of
the body. It has been my distinct pleasure to have
served this organization as president for the last 7
years. There have been some challenging times,
but it has been my singular honor to have led
during those dark days. Ilook forward to seeing
the great things this organization does moving
forward. I ask that you provide the incoming
president the same support that you afforded me.
In closing, I wish you and yours Fair Winds and
Following Seas throughout the coming months.

I ask that you keep our Sailors, Marines, and
civilian employees, wherever they are stationed
or deployed, in your thoughts and prayers.
Please continue to support this organization,
its members, and our Navy and Marine Corps
Aviation Ordnance Team. Ilook forward to
seeing you in Reno. Fly, Sail and Steam Safe.

IYAOYAS,

Matt
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Redshirt Nation!

Hope everyone is kicking ass
and taking names out there. For
our brothers and sisters deployed,
keep your heads on a swivel and
look out for each other, we want
you back safe and sound after you
get the bad guys and break their
stuffll Convention is right around

the corner so we're already working

to make this one another success.
This year JJ LaMaitre is the bonafide
Convention Coordinator, having
taken over for Kirk Brado after last
year. Oh yea, JJ is still our Secretary
as well so to say his plate runneth
over is an understatement! If your
chapter plans on having a table to
sell swag, make sure you contact

JJ (nationalaaoconvcoor@gmail.
com) ASAP to reserve your spot.
Remember, just showing up doesn't
guarantee you a table. Dates for
this year’s festivities are 31 July — 3
August at the Silver Legacy in Reno.
All details, ticket sales and room
reservations can be made on our
website, redshirtnation.com. Make
sure you make your reservations
prior to 06 July.

The offices up for election
this year are President, Board of
Director (BOD) positions #1 and #2.
Nominees for these positions are:

President

CAPT Steve Folsom

BOD #1 and #2
Steve Kashuba (incumbent)
Bill Taylor
Larry Hurlbut
Lindsey Rodriguez
Lindsey Smack

During the General Business
Meeting, there will be a call for
nominations from the floor for
the offices up for election. All
nominees must be present (unless
excused by the BOD) and accept
the nomination. If you're unable to
attend convention this year, you
can submit absentee ballots for the
above via the website. Votes can
only be submitted by members in
good standing of the Association.

Aviation Ordnanceman of
the Year (AQOY), Scholarship and
Hall of Fame (HOF) Committees
will proceed on Friday the 1st.
Information about any of these
committees can be found on the
website. You can also contact the
Committee Chairmen:

AQY - Amber Roth (aoychairman@
gmail.com)

Scholarship — Rick Garza
(rgarza511@gmail.com)

HOF - Jeff Sassone
(nationalaaobod5@gmail.com)

IYAOYAS!
Tim




RED SHIRT

Greetings Shipmates and Marines

NOW is the time for you to get your
reservations and travel plans ready for
Convention 2025 July 30th — August 3rd at
the Silver Legacy Resort, in Reno, NV. Go to
the website www.redshirtnation.com for one
stop shopping, pay for your registration fees,
Social and Award tickets on line. There is
also a direct link to the Silver Legacy for hotel
reservations using our Group Code. Group
prices are good for three days before and after
our dates. We do not pay ‘resort fee’s’, but
have to pay the Reno City tax. We could not
get that waived from the contracts. Do NOT
call the hotel directly (it gets answered in Las
Vegas as part of the Caesars family).

We have elections coming up for
President (currently held by Captain Matt
Arnold) and 2 Board of Directors (BOD)|
(currently held by Amber Roth and Steve
Kashuba). We have the absentee ballots
available at the Web Site and in this Red Shirt.
There should be no reason NOT to vote for
your Association Officers. If you vote online,
you will NOT be able to vote at the General
Business Meeting.

Chapters need to contact Theresa
LaMaitre or myself (POC info in this Red Shirt)
to set up tables to sell merchandise. Years past
we have had several Chapters show up with
goodies to sell with NO tables were reserved.
We were able to accommodate, however we
cannot guarantee there will be room again
this year. Set up will happen on Wednesday
July 30th in the registration room Silver Barron
1-6. Just a reminder, the US Marine Corps
and the US Navy are celebrating their 250th

Anniversary this year! A bit of trivia, the Corps
is actually senior to the Navy!

Chapter Officers — The Association
needs your reports. It has gotten somewhat
better; we get when a large deck is welded to
the pier for its maintenance availability. Just
drop us a note every now and then to let
know that you are alive and well especially
after your Officer cabinet is turning over.

You RCOH Ordies already have an exception
in the Bylaws. We are only as strong as our
Chapters. You have seen my comments in
the Red Shirts and the BOD has disestablished
several Chapters over the past few years. This
is an ongoing agenda item for the BOD at
Convention.

Again, | need Chapter Reports
submitted to me to me on a regular basis so
we do not put your Chapter into an ‘Inactive’
status. Please forward the minutes, etc. to
nationalaaosec@gmail.com .

It has been a Privilege and Honor to
serve as your Secretary for the past 12 years. If
there is anything | can do to assist just give me
a shout. Look forward to greet and meet some
of you all in Reno.

R,
JJ LaMaitre
AAO Secretary

IN SUPREME COMMANDERS SERVICE

AOC Tracy A. Layson***

AOCS Richard A. Joy***

AO3 Devin Jeter*** (Chap 9, VP-10)

* INFO FROM FRA TODAY NEWSLETTER / ** INFO FROM VFW MAGAZINE / ***OTHER
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Our 2025 Convention is fast approaching.
Please take a hard look now at your plans of
attending and get registered and make hotel
reservations early.

The 2025 Convention, 31 July-3 Aug
2025, but decide early and get registered
completed as soon as possible. The hotel
reservation under Group Code (found on
registration form) cut-off date for hotel
reservations is 30 Jun 2024 through the link
on www.redshirtnation.com . Don't call the
hotel, you probably won't get the Group rate
on your final bill, use the link before the cut-
off date.

The cut-off for Convention Registration
will be 18 Jul 2024. A late fee of $10 will be
charged after that date for Registration only,
NOT any additional fee for each meal, the
meal prices will remain the same. Look for all
the updated information on the website.

Chapter Officers, take a look at your current
membership status and encourage your
members that are not National members
to join National. It is easy now, go to www.
redshirtnation.com and join via the website.
If you are an inactive member, please contact
me via email and get current on your annual
dues or consider becoming a Life member.
We want you to stay involved and contribute
what you can; knowledge, time, expertise or
donations. Remember, all elected Chapter
Officers are required to be National members
in good standing to hold their office, per the
National by-laws.

The Annual Chapter Financial Reports are
due at the General Business Meeting in Reno.
Chapters should submit their annual financial
report after the end of May 2025 and before
18 Jul 2025 to the National Treasurer. If your
chapter has yet to submit the FY22-23 or
FY23-24 Annual reports, please do so now.
Those reports are part of our income tax filing
and records. Chapter Treasurer’s, if you need
the Form for the annual report, email me

as soon as possible and | will send you the
format.

Also, a new procedure in Appendix A was
approved for all Chapters regarding Chapter
Bank accounts. DO NOT open bank accounts
in someone’s name and SSN. Contact me
for the Tax ID (EIN) 501(c)(6) and open an
Association account for your Chapter. We
do not want the IRS to come to a member or
former Chapter Officer again to pay taxes on
a Chapter’s account income.

Have you had a promotion, change of
status (recently retired) or contact info
changed? If so, go to the website, print
out the membership form, fill out all the
information on the form, scan or take a photo
of the form, and email to me with a note on
the form “Info Update Only.” When | get a
Renewal Notice card or Red Shirt returned
to me, | am removing that person from the
Red Shirt list until | have a current mailing
address. If you see someone’s name on the
locator list, let them know. Sign up to get
your Red Shirt electronically via the “Info
Update Only” method!! You can make the
updates via filling out a membership form
from the web site (www.redshirtnation.com)
and note “Info Update Only” and e-mail them
to me at nationalaaotreas@gmail.com. If you
see your name on the Locator list, please
send an email with your updated address
in order to get the next Red Shirt. If you see
somebody you know on the Locater, it means
| don’t have their current mailing address or
email address and can’t send them updated
materials.

IYAOYAS!

Thanks,

M. Todd Pendleton

(360) 632-7828
nationalaaotreas@gmail.com

National AAO Treasurer




CPO Scott A. Rinehart
AQOC Justin D. Weide

LCDR Douglas A. Kesterson

AOT1 Avery T. Collins

SSgt Michael E. Holmes
AO3 Katelyn L. Williams
AOT1 Alex D. George

SSgt Miguel A. Berrios

AO2 Wyatt A. Gregg

AQOT1 Charles R. Riley

AOC Korey J. Dismus

MAJ Christopher L. Johnson
AQOT1 Juan J. Arguello

AOZ2 Jesse M. Evans

AOCS Edward “Bob” R. Kline
LtCol Alfredo Topete

AOCS Amani E. Brown

AO3 Devin Jeter

A1C James R. Manion
AO2 Mark D. Wendell
AO2 William A. Knoske
AO1 Rakisha M. Seymour
SSgt Rance M. Rea

AQO2 Austin R. Chandler

MGySgt Christipher J. McGuire

MSgt Jerry Waller, USAF
AOC Jessica C. Jefferson

RED SHIRT

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

MGySgt Christopher J. McGuire
MSgt Jerry Waller, USAF

AQOC Jessica C. Jefferson

AQO3 Devin Jeter (Chap 9, VP-10)

NEW MEMBERS

AOZ2 Joseph A. Henry

Sgt Michael J. Konicki
AO3 Rhealynne V. Savella
AO1 Anthony W. Harrison, Jr.
MSgt David K. Myhre
AQO2 Carlos L. Perez

AO1 Myles D. Brown
AO2 Michelle M. Milam
AOC Andrew S Reimund
AQO3 Michael Sliker

AQO2 Jesse M. Evans
AOAN Lizet Rodriguez
AO1 Michael K. Bourn

SCHOLARSHIP

CONTRIBUTORS

LtCol Alfredo Topete
AOQO1 Kristen D. Brown
AQOC Korey J. Dismus
AO2 Melanie F. Salcedo
AOAN Lizet Rodriguez
AOCS Amani E. Brown
AQO1 Michael K. Bourn
GySgt Jessica Brewer

LOCATOR

Can you help? Know where any of these members can be located? Let them know to go to redshirtnation.
com, fill out the membership form to update contact info and if you have a mailing address or phone number,
please contact me at nationalaaotreas@gmail.com, snail mail or give me a call.

AO1 Jeremiah Fitzgerald (NC)
Ms. Meredith A. Newton (NC)

AQOZ2 Bakari L. Harris (RN)

AQOZ2 Justin L. Rudish (NC)

AQOZ2 Charles D. Robinson (RN)
AQOZ Canyon S. Heinrich (NC)
AQO3 Christopher M. Novak (NC)

AOZ2 Shadoe M. Culclager (NC)
AOC Kenneth D. Chapmen (NC)
AO1 Dominique S. Hydell (RN)
AOAN Calvin J. Clark (RN)

AQO1 John K. Richardson (RN)
AOT1 Terrell B. McDonald (RN)
LT Vertellis D. Garrett (RN)

NOTES: (RN) = RENEWAL NOTICE RETURN / (RS) = RED SHIRT RETURN / (NC) = 2 YEARS NO CONTACT
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Chaplain’s Corner

A lot of AAO Members are retired (like Sheryl and I), not just from the Navy but
all aspects of punching a clock and actually “working”. That said, I can understand if
some (or all) of us are a bit nervous these days about retirement accounts (IRA’s, TSP,
401K’s, etc.), and this applies to those who are still active duty or in their second careers,
too-but the bottom line is: Markets fluctuate. In God’s creation, there are ebbs and tides
and peaks and valleys, I have faith that we are in His most loving and capable hands.
Hang in there and don’t let things out of your control weigh on you too heavily. Each
day we awake and have breath in our lungs is a blessing, far too many of our brothers
and sisters never had the chance to reach an age to worry about such things. If any
struggles, trials or hardships are adding overwhelming stressors to you and your family,
please reach out to someone-anyone; Family, Friends, Mentors, Clergy (me too), Hot
lines, just don't ever let it consume you. I promise you; we are not alone-ever.

I am looking forward to seeing old friends (and making new ones) at the AAO
Convention in Reno. The AOMLC has been cancelled with a hard (hopefully temporary)
restriction on Government Travel. We survived something like that in the recent past
in the COVID days and I believe it too shall pass. I hope that some of our usual AOMLC
travelers decide to take leave and come anyway, their wisdom, counsel, camaraderie
and “sea stories” are always welcome.

The Association reaches out to the family of any of our Aviation Ordnance
brothers and sisters who pass, regardless of their membership status. If you know of a
shipmate who has passed (and it wasn't posted on social media-we check those always),
please pass that along to me so I can send our sincerest condolences and heartfelt
sympathy on behalf of the entire membership, and so we can update the AAO Database.
Hope to see you in Reno, may God bless and keep you now and always.

Steve Varga
AAOQ National Chaplain
gunner.varga@yahoo.com

Hello Everyone, Sincerely, Teresa Zimmer — President
Well, | don’t know about you all but | AAAQO2024/2025 Officers and Board of
am ready for summer. Directors

. . . Vice President- Beverly Jo Mayhand, Beyjo2282@
I hope everyone is doing well. Tim and | jcioud.com y y A

were lucky enough to make it to Lemoore for
Chuck Onken'’s dedication at NAS Lemoore. It
was so nice and very memorable for Bev.

Secretary- Linda Pendleton, mtllpen@hotmail.com
Treasurer- Cyndy Sassone, Gunner_sassone@msn.com

Board of Directors
Thank you to the folks that have already
sent me items for the Friday Night Auction.
Convention 2025 is approaching soon.

Delores Manley, del.manley@cox.net
Marleen Grass, mag-ret@comcast.com
Julie Brado, jbrado1 1@hotmail.com
Pat Edon, findp 15@cox.net

Sheryl Varga,sheryl-ordie-wife@hotmail.com

We are truly so proud to be a part of Sue Taylor, billsuetaylor75@gmail.com
such an outstanding organization.

| want to thank the Auxiliary members
that continue to support us year-round.

Until next time, take care and enjoy
your spring and summer.
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2025 AAO CONVENTION
WHERE: Silver Legacy Resort, Reno, NV
WHEN: July 30th through August 3rd.

NOTE: ALL hotel reservations and registrations, Social,
and Award banquets MUST be made through the AAO
website, redshirtnation.com

For Convention Information, Contact: JJ LaMaitre
nationalaaoconvcoor@gmail.com

ABSENTEE BALLOT

At the 2025 general business meeting, the offices of President, Board of
Director seat One (1) and Two (2) are up for election.

_ Current incumbents are: =
President- Matt Arnold (deferred nomination)
BOD #1 - Amber Roth (declined nomination)
BOD #2- Steve Kashuba

President Nominations-
Steve Folsom

Board of Director Nominations-
Steve Kashuba
Bill Taylor
Larry Hurbert
Lindsey Smack
Lindsey Rodriguez

absentee ballots must be submitted through the AAO website;
https://www.redshirtnation.com/copy-of-nomination-ballot

Committee Deadline Committee Chairmen

Scholarship 15JULY 2025 Rick Garza (rgarza511@gmail.com)
HOF 23JULY 2025  Jeff Sassone (nationalaaobod5@gmail.com)
AOY 23 JULY 2025 Amber Roth (aoychairman@gmail.com)

*dates subject to change
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CHAPTER LISTING

FIND YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER OR START ONE IN YOUR AREA.
GO TO WWW.REDSHIRTNATION.COM/ FOR THE APPROPRIATE GUIDLINES.

MANY CHAPTERS ARE DELINQUENT OF MINUTES NOT BEING SUBMITTED.

AS PER THE AAO NATIONAL BYLAWS, IF MINUTES, CORRESPONDENCE, AND TREASURER

REPORTS HAVE NOT BEEN RECEIVED FOR ONE (1) CONSECUTIVE YEAR, THE CHAPTER WILL

BE SENT A WARNING LETTER OF DISESTABLISHMENT. [F CORRESPONDENCE IS STILL NOT

RECEIVED, THE CHAPTER WILL BE OFFICIALLY DISESTABLISHED

Chapter 1 - Lemoore, CA
President-Christopher Hathaway

Vice-President- AOC Christopher
Masterson

Secretary-AO3 Evet Gutierrez
Treasurer-Johnny Wheat

Fleet Reserve Club, D Street,
Lemoore

3rd Thursday, 1730

Chapter 3 - Whidbey Island, WA
President- AO1 Bodiford
Vice-President- AO1 Serr
Secretary- Emilee Lamb
Treasurer- Walter Johnson

VFW Post 3037

Fourth Wed of the month, 1130

Chapter 4 - Virginia Beach, VA
President- AOC Jason Young

}E/'ilce—President— AO2 Chancellor
IS

Treasurer- AO1 Maggie DeSpain

Secretary- AOZ Ryan DaviesVA
Beach VFW #392, 2408 Bowland

Pkwy
3rd Wednesday, 1800

Chapter 5 - China Lake, CA

President- Joshua Edwards;
ejedwards 13@gmail.com

Vice President- Anai Hudgens;
anaigonzalez58@gmail.com

Secretary- Steve Gentry;
spgentry654 1@gmail.com

Treasurer- Dianna Criado;
diannacriado@gmail.com

Board of Directors

Cody Smegner;
smegner.cody@gmail.com
Steve Maxwell;
smaxwell@synecsolu.com

Greg Paulsen;
paulsengt@gmail.com

VFW 4080, 117 N. Alvord
Last Flex Thursday of Month,
1800

Chapter 8 - San Diego, CA
President- AO1 Tristan Granaas
Vice-President- AO2 Jane Park
Secretary- AO3 Jose Luna

Treasurer-Barry Stemler
bstemler36@dgmail.com

BOD- CWO4(Ret)Gunner Goose,
CWO4(Ret)Lester Gipson,

AOCM(Ret)Diane Mcqueen-
Gipson, AO1 Quentin Tabb,

AO1 Max Mistecka

American Legion Post 255,
National City

1st Thursday, 1900
Chapter 9 - Jacksonville, FL
President: AO1 Murphy (HSM 46)

Vice President: CDR (ret) Mike
Grambolini

Treasurer: AOCM (ret) Rick
Wyman

BOD: AOC Lesterégll}\l)/?TTU JAX),

AQ2 Jackson(NM
AO3 Shayhorn (HSM 4

Fleet Reserve, Collins Road
3rd Thursday, 1900

and

Chapter 11 - Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii
DISESTABLISHED

10

Chapter 21 - Fallon, NV
President- AO2 Arin Felton

Vice-President- AO2 Christopher
Bennett

Secretary- AO2 Bailey Kennedy
Treasurer- AO2 Ashley Li
Qr\}werican Legion Post 16 Fallon,

st Wednesday, 1830
Chapter 22 - Patuxent River

President: AO2 Emmanuel (EJ)
Yiaadeyadoga

Vice-President: Vacant
Treasurer: Rob Pavel
Secretary: Ellen Bailey

BOD: Tom Brouwer, LT Chris
Shelton, Mike Bruns, and Mel
Swartz

VFW, Post 2632 California, MD

3rd Wednesday, 1800
Chapter 34 - Pensacola, FL

President-AO1 Zachary Snider
chapter34ordie@gmail.com
Vice-President: AO1 Victor Tovar

Treasurer (NAVY): AO1 Ashley
Brown

Treasurer (USMC): SGT Nathan
McLain

Secretary: AO1 Kyliegh Love

Public Affairs Officer: AOZ2 Nicole
Ruskbonilla

Master at Arms: AO2 Jeremiah
Acosta

O'riley’s Irish Pub downtown
321 S Palafox St, Pensacola, FL
st Wednesday, 1830

Chapter 35 - Lightning Chapter
President-AO1 Garrett Ly-Kinhan
CNATT Det Eglin JSF F-35 ATC
3rd Thursday, 1500



Chapter 39 - Dude Gilbert
Beaufort, SC

President-Rob Farmer

Vice-President-Chris Hooper
hoop9777@gmail.com

Treasurer-Del Tingley
Secretary-Jason Grayson

After Burners Staff NCO Lounge
Ist Thursday 1645

Chapter 671 - Guam

President-Mikko Delosreyes,
mikko.m.delosreyes.mil@us.navy.
mil

Molly McGee's onboard Naval

Base Guam
3rd Thursday, 1900

Chapter 805- Point Mugu

Chapter Desert Southwest -
El Centro, CA. DISESTABLISHED

Chapter LHD 4 - Gator Chapter
DISESTABLISHED

Chapter LHD 7 - USS lwo Jima
President-AO1 Rosalie A. Lashley
On Board

Chapter LHD 8 - USS Makin Island
DISESTABLISHED

Chapter CVN 68 - USS Nimitz
President- AOC Wilson Leiva
Secretary- AO1 Brandon Barber
Treasurer- AOC Andrew Reimund
PAO- Tyler Nicolet

On Board

Chapter CVN 69 - USS Dwight D
Eisenhower

President- AO1 Justin Rives
ssphiend08@gmail.com

Vice-President: AO1 Adrienne
Anderson

Secretary- AOZ2 Alvaro Benitez
Treasurer- AOZ Brian Michel

On Board

RED SHIRT

Chapter CVN 70 - USS Carl Vinson
President- AO1 Kittles
Vice-President- AO1 Halcomb
Secretary- AO1 Oclima

Treasurer- AO2 Blackmon

MA: AO1 Masolo

On Board

Chapter CVN 7 1- USS Theodore
Roosevelt

President-AO 1 Jose Pando
On Board

Chapter CVN 72 - USS Abraham
Lincoln

President- AO1 Geschwender,
Chris Geschie805@Gmail.com

Vice-President-AO1 Mattos,
Sophia

Sophiamattos00@Gmail.Com
Secretary- AO2 Getz, Hanna
Hannagetz2 1@Gmail.Com

Treasurer- AO1 Harrison,
Anthony
Harrisonanthony2008@Gmail.
Com

Public Affairs- YNSN Legier,
Devonte
Training- AO2 Cappal, Harvey

Community Service- AOAN
Brown, Shakeem

Master At Arms- AOAN Tolber,
Austin

MWR- AOAN Andrada, Allen
On Board

Chapter CVN 73 - USS George
Washington

President- AO1 Derrick
MinnittSharp

Vice-President- AO1 Ashley
Ketchup

Secretary- AO1 Wanda
Carrasquillo

Treasurer- AO1 Julian Colbert

Master-at-Arms- AO2 Christian
Carter

On-Board
Chapter CVN 74 - USS Stennis

President-AO1 Benjamin
Llewellyn

On Board
11

Chapter CVN 75 - USS Harry S.
Truman

President-AO1 Dixon
Vice-President-AO1 Flowers
Master at Arms-AO 1 Everett
PAO-AO3 Nichols
Secretary-AO3 Bates
Treasurer-AOZ2 Crider

On Board

Chapter 76 - USS Ronald Reagan

President - Andrew Dominguez
andrewdominguez1994@yahoo.
com

Vice-President- Celine Delpesh
delpesh@icloud.com

Secretary - Elisnett Velez
elisnettvelez@gmail.com

Treasurer - Orlando Wheatley
orlandowheatley@gmail.com

On Board

Chapter 77 - USS George H.W.
Bush

President- AO1 Davis
Secretary- AO2 Martinez
Treasurer- AOZ2 Salcedo-Walden
On Board

Chapter CVN 78 - USS Gerald
Ford

President- AO1 Winston
Vice-President-AOZ2 Pace
Treasurer- AOZ2 Fonteno

Secretary- AO1 Perrick

VFW Post 3160 111 A View,
Norfolk, VA

Last Thursday of every month,
1400

Chapter Southernmost -
Key West, FI

Sunset Lounge, at Sigsbee
ANNEX

Chapter Spartan- Souda Bay,
Greece

President-AO1 Gilmore Estrill
Meeting Time and Location Varies

3rd Thursday of the month
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Greetings from Chapter ONE in Lemoore, California.

We hope this finds everyone well. First off, a heartfelt “Thank You” to the National Chapter,
Auxiliary, and NMCPACCWD Detachment Lemoore for all the support and coordination that went
into dedicating the NMC Training Building in honor of the late, LCDR (Ret) Charles R. Onken. It
was an admirable ceremony for a well deserving Ordnanceman and leader. We appreciate all
that were in attendance. NMC Lemoore also recently underwent a change of Officer-in-Charge. A
fond farewell to LCDR Chris Wilson as he passes the torch to LT Matthew Kelly. Thank you LCDR
Wilson for your guidance and mentorship and welcome aboard LT Kelly, we look forward to your
experience and direction.

The Chapter again participated in the Cal-Trans Adopt-a-Highway clean up. Thanks to all
those who came out and supported the occasion.

Congratulations to VFA-137 on earning this year's COMSTRKFITWINGPAC “CWO4 Scott M.
Rutledge Ordnance Excellence Award”. Your hard work and continuous dedication are reflected in
your outstanding performance.

To all the Squadrons in CAG’s TWO and SEVENTEEN that are deployed, be safe and vigilant.
We truly do appreciate the sacrifice and hard work that you all do to keep us secure here at home.

Mark your calendars for our annual picnic on September 6, 2025, at “Sidewinder Field” and
our holiday party on December 13, 2025, at the Fleet Reserve. Also, if you find yourself in our area
or need some place to go on the third Thursday of the month, please stop by the Fleet Reserve
Association on “D” Street in Lemoore to partake in a cold beverage and share a Sea Story. Spread
the word and we hope to see you all there. Until we meet again, stay safe and keep your head on a
swivel.

‘I #
Cheers, Chris Hathaway - =
Chapter ONE President
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AAOQO Chapter 3 Red Shirt Inputs for Jan 26 — May 1

Hello again from Chapter 3, Whidbey Island, Washington! Over the past three
months, we have successfully conducted four meetings, held on the third Wednesday
of each month, under the leadership of our President, AO1 Duprey.

Our cabinet has been re-officiated! Chapter 3 Ordnance Association can now
sell merchandise, volunteer, as well as work for profit to better the Chapter. As we
mentioned in the previous Red Shirt Input this is just the beginning of what will
become a thriving Association in the Pacific Northwest. During this period, Chapter
3 has welcomed two new members: GM2 Christopher Forte, AO2 Miguel Guzman.
Lt. Rickey Florez and CWO3 Nikki Reiter were kind enough to present the Association
with detailed requirements for becoming a Gunner. They both demonstrated how
incredibly detailed and insightful the pathways to becoming both a naval officer
and a warrant officer. Their explanations were thorough, covering everything from
the educational requirements to the various training programs and leadership skills
necessary for success. They emphasized the importance of dedication, discipline, and
a strong sense of duty, painting a vivid picture of the commitment involved in serving.
Their passion for their roles was evident, inspiring a deeper appreciation for the
responsibilities and opportunities that come with these prestigious positions.

The Chapter has begun plans for community clean-up at the NAS Whidbey
Island Gate Guardians Statues weeding and cleaning up trash around the area.
Additionally, it was discussed that on June 21 we will organize the maintenance
of Fort Nugent Road, adopted by our Chapter, followed by a picnic at Fort Nugent
Park. A social gathering is also planned at Lava Louies in downtown Oak Harbor,
WA on May 2 featuring Karaoke and Pizza. Furthermore, there was a discussion
about creating more merchandise, including trucker hats, T-shirts, hoodies, coins,
and patches. Once a design is created and agreed upon an email will be sent to the
Chapter 3 Association, to have the items created and displayed. Lastly, a motion was
initiated regarding raising a donation of $1,000 for nationals toward the scholarship
funds. With the chapter growing in numbers there is little doubt that we our motions
will turn into accomplishments.

Chapter 3 extends its loudest “IYAOYAS!” to all members and hopes you had a
glorious spring as we kick into the summer. Here’s to next time, let us continue our
mission of excellence. IYAOYAS!

Respectfully,
AOT1 (AW/SW) Collin Bosley, Secretary, Chapter 3

RED SHIRT ARTICLES ARE DUE
20 JANUARY, 1 MAY, 20 SEPTEMBER
REDSHIRTEDITOR@GMAIL.COM
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AAO Chapter 8 Red Shirt Inputs for Jan-Apr 25
Greetings from Chapter 8 in sunny San Diego, “Where it all started.”

Since January our Chapter’s membership has continued to grow, and we have added five new Lifetime
Members.

1. At our January meeting Caroline Thomas proudly presented Certificates of Appreciation to
Gunner Gipson and AO1 Mistecka for their invaluable support of the annual USMC Toys for Tots
campaign. Their efforts in loading the truck for toy deliveries to the distribution warehouse were
instrumental to the success of the toy drive.

2. In January, Gunner Gipson and Diane McQueen Gipson, who are Chapter 8 volunteers for the
Food4Warriors Food Drops, introduced the Chapter to this program with the intent to see if anyone
else was interested in volunteering to help with setup, food sorting and packing, drive-through
distribution, and cleanup or if they wanted to be a recipient of the food distribution.

3. In February, the Chapter awarded AO1 Jane Park, USS ESSEX, as our Aviation Ordnanceman
of the Quarter for the Fourth Quarter 2024. This well-deserved honor highlights her unwavering
dedication, exceptional work ethic, and outstanding contributions to the Chapter. Bravo Zulu—keep
up the amazing work!

4. In February, the Chapter recognized our most senior member, Tom Crosby’s 80th anniversary
of liberation from the Santo Tomas Internment Camp in the Philippines, where he was held from
January 1942 to February 1945. As a symbolic tribute to his powerful story of survival, everyone
received a Hershey chocolate bar. The chocolate bar symbolized the fact that during Tom’s
internment food was scarce and hunger constant, yet when Tom was once given a Hershey chocolate
bar, rather than devour it all at once, he cherished it, taking one small lick each day to make it last.
This simple act of resilience is an inspiration to many while reminding us all of the strength of the
human spirit.

5. During February the Chapter held its first 2025 Adapt A Highway cleanup on the Coronado
Silver Strand with a great showing from our dedicated members.

6. On March 6th, the Chapter proudly celebrated the 98th birthday of the Aviation Ordnanceman
rate. The traditional cake cutting was done by the youngest and oldest attendees, Tory Mann
(youngest) and Tom Lord (oldest), which showcased the legacy and the future of the AO rate.

IYAOYAS,
Jose M Luna

AO3 Jose Luna Chapter 8 Secretary

« President: AO1 Tristan Granaas « BOD:
« CWO4 (Ret) Gunner Goose
* VP: AO1 Jane Park « CWO4 (Ret) Lester Gipson

. + AOCM (Ret) Diane Mcqueen-Gipson
Sec: AO3 Jose Luna - AO1 (AD) Quentin Tabb

« Treas: CWO3 (Ret) Barry Stemler * AO1 (AD) Max Mistecka
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RED SHIRT ARTICLE; MAY 2025

Greetings from Chapter 9, all is well here in Jacksonville, Florida
“ORDIELAND’ at the start of 2025. We just celebrated Easter. This spring,
the weather has been spectacular, clear, and mild. I wish it would stay this
way year-round, mid 60’s to mid-80’s with no humidity. It’s been business as
usual for the new year. We started the year with a FOD walk in late January,
followed by another in March. The Chapter has settled into the new earlier
meeting times. More active-duty AOs are getting involved, which is good for
the future. The retired AOs are still the glue, which keeps Chapter 9 operating
month by month. Welcome back Commander Mike Grambolini, following his
retirement from Civil Service.

Happy birthday to the community, which celebrated their 99th AO rating
birthday at the March meeting were cake and ice cream was served to all. The
oldest and youngest AO cut the cake; a good time had by all.

Years of beating the steel flight deck into submission finally caught up
with this author. I had a total right knee replacement in late January. Now, I
am almost back to normal. Consider this, in medicine today almost every joint
in your body can be replaced. We can become bionic AOs.

The Board of Directors is considering designs for a new Chapter coin,
planning a summer gun raffle, annual family picnic in the fall, and preparing
for the next Blue Angel Air Show in Late October. Don’t forget, make plans to
attend the July AAO Convention now. A decision was made to help support
AAO plans to place a large memorial brick in the upcoming “Freedom Park at
The Midway Memorial” to honor John Finn.

Congratulations to AO2 Mark A. Mills of NMC (Naval Munitions
Command), who was selected from three candidates as our AO of the quarter.

Finally, chapter elections were held in April with the following results:
. President: AO1 Murphy (HSM 46)
. Vice President: CDR (ret) Mike Grambolini
. Treasurer: AOCM (ret) Rick Wyman

BOD: AOC Lester (CNATTU JAX), AO2 Jackson(NMC JAX), and AO3
Shayhorn (HSM 46)

This year is on the fast track, while each passing year seems to pick up
more speed Look out for each other and be proud of the AO legacy. Until

AOCM (USN, Ret) Richard Wyman
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IYAOYAS

Aviation Ordnance Community,

I am writing to express my deep appreciation for the vital role mentorship plays in our Aviati :
community. As a member who over the past fifty plus years has directly benefited from the guidance of senior
leaders—Gunner’s, OHO’s. Gun Bosses, the Chief’s community, sailors, and marines—I am inspired by the strength
of our coaching trees and the thriving culture of the ORDIE mentorship. Through their wisdom and expertise, our
senior leaders foster camaraderie, professional growth, and a commitment to excellence, shaping the next generation
of Aviation Ordnancemen. Their mentoring relationships establish a supportive network that nurtures talent, promotes
continuous learning, and strengthens our community. It is essential to celebrate the mentorship provided by our senior
leaders, as their guidance enables us to grow, learn, and succeed. I am grateful for the mentorship I have received
and am committed to paying forward by serving as a mentor to others. I encourage all members of the Aviation
Ordnance community to embrace mentorship, seek opportunities to learn from our leaders, and actively contribute to
our coaching trees. Together, we can build a resilient and thriving community founded on mentorship, support, and
growth.

Sincerely,

CWO4 (Ret) Ron Jerasa
ron.jerasa@gmail.com
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2026 is a big celebration. It’s the
100th anniversary of the “AQO”
rate,

SO0th anniversary of the
Association of Aviation
Ordnancemen,
35th anniversary of the Auxiliary
to the Association of Aviation
Ordnancemen, and the
United Staes of America
is 250 years old!
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THE RED SHIRT

ASSOCIATION OF AVIATION
ORDNANCEMEN

2251 N. RAMPART BLVD. #359
LAS VEGAS, NV 89128-7640
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